Recently, the number of applications of nanomaterials in medicine, cosmetics and food to which we are directly exposed has been expanding rapidly. The safety of such nanomaterials has not been well assessed, because nanomaterials have been considered as safe as common larger sized materials which are known not to be absorbed by the body. Therefore, WHO and OECD are collecting safety information on nanomaterials with a view to regulation of their use. Although assessment of in vivo behaviors of nanomaterials, (i.e., absorption and distribution, and correlation analysis with hazard information) is urgently needed, such research has not yet been undertaken. In this regard, using amorphous silica particles as model nanomaterials, we are starting to study safety, in vivo behavior and their correlation; silica particles are often used in cosmetics and foods and also, downsized particles are rapidly becoming available. In our study, we have found that silica particles below 100 nm in diameter show signiˆcantly diŠerent characteristics in in vivo behavior and biological eŠects i.e., penetration through skin and distribution to brain. Here, I addressed the importance of studies in physicochemical characteristics, kinetic behaviors, and biological eŠects of nanomaterials below 100 nm in size, to ensure their safety.
Survival of BALB/c mice (female, n＝4 or 5) injected intravenously with 2 mg/head silica particles (nSP70, nSP300 and mSP1000) or PBS (control) was monitored for 24 h after injection. Fluorescence images of live mice and excised liver from them were displayed. DY676-labeled silica particles (a, nSP70; b, nSP300) were intravenously injected (100 mg/kg) into female hairless mice. Twenty min and 6 h after injection, images were acquired using Xenogen IVIS 200 system. 
